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the princes of Kiev, then became
independent, and after belonging
to Lithuania and Poland, passed to
Russia in 1795.

Pinsk was captured by the Ger-
mans on Sept. 16, 1915, during the
Russian retreat from Brest Litovsk,
and was in the area secured by
Poland from Russia under the
treaty of Riga, 1921. Occupied
by Russia after the German-Soviet
partition of Poland in Sept., 1939,
Pinsk was captured by the Ger-
mans in June, 1941, during their
invasion of Russia. It was recap-
tured by troops of the 1st White
Russian army on July 14, 1944.

Pint. Measure of capacity. The
English pint is both a liquid and a
dry measure, is the eighth part of
an imperial gallon, and contains
34-65925 cubic inches. The pint is
subdivided into four gills, and
two pints make a quart. The
Scottish pint contains a little over
three imperial pints, and the U.S.A
standard pint 28-875 cubic inches.
In medicine a pint is equivalent to
twenty fluid ounces. See Weights
and Measures.

Pin-Table. Game popular in
amusement arcades and bars. On a
table, set in a frame under glass
and sloping gently towards the
player, are a number of holes ; on
the right is a narrow guide-way
from which steel balls are shot one
by one, by a piston working
against a spring. The aim is to shoot
each ball in such a way that, as it
returns towards the bottom of the
table under gravity, it is caught in
one of the holes, each of which
records an appropi i ite score. Phis
or other olstaeles are placed on the
surface of the table to divert the
ball. The game is a development
of bagatelle (q.v.) and its variant
Corinthian bagatelle. Pin-tables
Have been greatly elaborated ; on
some the contact of a ball with
an obstacle illuminates an electric
light, the score being shown on an
illuminated screen. Usually it is
necessary to insert a penny in a
slot to release the balls for play.

Pintail Duck (Anas acuta}.
Wild duck, widely distributed
over the N. hemisphere and a

Pintail Dnck.   A winter migrant to
Britain, it also breeds in Scotland
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winter migrant to British shores.
It breeds in Scotland and the ad-
jacent islands. Locally known as
the sea-pheasant, it is easily recog-
nized by its slender and graceful
form, and long, pointed tail. It
occurs in small flocks near the shore
and feeds upon weeds, crustaceans,
and insects.

Pinturicchio, BERNARDINO
(1454-1513). An Italian painter.
Bernardinodi Biagio, commonly
known as Pintnricchio " the little
painter," on account of his small
stature, was born at Perugia,
studied under Fiorenzo di Lorenzo,
and worked in the Sistine Chapel,
Rome, 1482. He subsequently
visited Orvieto, Perugia, Spoleto,
and Milan. At Siena he painted the
Life of Aeneas Silvius (Pope Pius
II) in the library. The Sistine
Chapel and Borgia frescoes at the
Vatican were his most successful
works. His art deteriorated before
his death, which took place at
Siena, Dec. 11, 1513. See Ceiling.

Pinwell, GEORGE JOHN (1842-
75). British painter and illus-
trator. Born in London, Dec. 26,
1842, he stud-
ied at tbe St.
Martin's Lane
academy and
Heatherley's.
He was elected
A.R.W.S. in
1869, R.W.S.
in 1870, and
contributed
many water-
colours to the
society's exhibitions; but he is best
remembered by his black and white
work in Once a Week, Good Words,
and other journals during the re-
vival of English book illustration
in the 1860s. He died at Hamp-
stead, Sept. 8, 1875.

Pinxton. Market town and
parish of Derbyshire, England. It
is 6 m. S.W. of Mansfield. By-
products of coal, including sac-
charine, and children's clothing are
made. S. Helen's church, dating
From the 13th century, was rebuilt
c. 1750. Market day, Fri. Pop.
/1951) parish, 5,126.

Pinzon, VICENTE YANEZ (c.
1460-c. 1523). Spanish navigator.
Born at Palos, he became a skilful
mariner and commanded the Nina
on Columbus's first voyage to
America, 1492-93. In 1497 he reach-
ed the American mainland, and in
1499 discovered the coast of Brazil
and the mouth of tbe Amazon. In
1505 he was made governor of Porto
Rico. He went to sea again in 1508,
and returned to Spain the next year
with a cargo of gold. After 1523
nothing more is known of him.

George Pinwell,
British painter

Fiombi (Ital., leads). Name
given to a state prison in Venice.
It was so called from being situated
beneath the lead roof of the doge's
palace, and the attic cells were
used mostly for state prisoners.
Of the inmates, Casanova and
Silvio Pellico are the best known.
See Venice.
Piombino. Former indepen-
dent principality of N.W. Italy,
now included in the prov. of Leg-
horn. Its area was 138 sq. m. Ori-
ginally an imperial fief, it belonged
from 1399 to 1603 to the Appiani
family. Taken by the French in
1801, it was given by Napoleon to
his sister, Marianne Elise, wife of
Prince Bacciocchi. In 1815 it pass-
ed to Tuscany and thus to Italy.
The most interesting town in the
old prov. is Populonia, the Etrus-
can Pupluna. Situated on a hill,
the town is dominated by a medie-
val castle. It was a valuable port
in Roman times when the iron
from Elba was smelted there.
Pron. peeom-beeno.
Piombino. Town and seaport
of Italy, in the prov. of Leghorn.
On a promontory opposite the
island of Elba, 8 m. S.W. of Cam-
piglia Marittiina, it is the port of
embarcation for Elba. It has iron
colling mills. Pop. (1951) 32,274.
Pioneer (Fr. pionnier, foot sol-
dier, sapper). Word used for sol-
diers who prepared the way for the
march of an army. They did this
by clearing and making roads, and
their duties included also the pre-
paring of entrenchments, and
bivouacs. From this use the word
came to mean one who was first in
any work of discovery, whether
actually, as in unexplored forests,
or figuratively, as a scientist.
In the British army a pioneer
battalion is a body of troops who
prepare positions, lines of com-
munication, and defensive works
for the use of combatant units.
Until the First Great War
pioneer duties in the British army
were mainly carried out by Royal
Engineers; in 1915, however,
labour battalions were raised and
became indispensable. In 1939 the
Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps,
now the Royal Pioneer Corps, was
raised for service in the Second
Great War and later placed on the
permanent establishment with
regimental status.
Pioneer Health Centre, PECK-
HAM. Centre for the " study of
the living structure of society." It
began in 1926 when a small group,
all under 30, acting under scientific
guidance, took a small house in
Peckham and invited families
living near by to join as families